CITY OF FRANKLIN
CoOuUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

City Council Meeting January 2016

From: Elizabeth Dragon — City Manager

Subject: Tax deed sale of 3 city properties on Colby Ave

Sale of property Recommended Motion:

Councilor moves:
“I move that the Franklin City Council Authorize the City Manager to dispose of Tax map
076-073-00 17 Colby Ave, Tax map 076-079-00 16 Colby Ave, and Tax map 076-081-00
vacant land on Colby Ave through a negotiated direct sale to an abutter with the
conditions that the property owner do a lot line merger with their existing property and
they use this parcel for green space or accessory structures only”

Mayor calls for a second, discussion, and vote.

Discussion: For failure to pay property taxes the above properties were taken for tax deeding.
The parcels have been vacant for some time. In the report created by code enforcement at the
time of tax deeding the two properties with structures were recommended for demolition.

The city demolished the buildings in June of last year. The size of the lot for 17 Colby Ave is
only .184acre. The size of the lot for 16 Colby Ave is .542 and the vacant lot on Colby Ave that
hasn’t had a building or address is .09.

The greatest value/best use of these lots is when they are combined with an abutting piece of
property. They are either too small to be sold as a single buildable lot or sandwiched between
other lots (without necessary room for set backs). By negotiating with an abutter we are able to
place requirements on the transfer that they complete a lot line merger with their existing lot and
use the parcel for accessory structure or green space. This has been the strategy for many other
pieces of property for the last several years. This approach is meant to slowly increase some of
the green space and appeal in neighborhoods such as this one.

A letter was sent to each direct abutter for each parcel owned by the city offering them the
opportunity to make an offer. (See attached)

Attachments/Exhibits: 1. Property cards & Map

Franklin - The Three Rivers City
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CITY OF FRANKLIN, NEW HAMPSHIRE

OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
316 Central Street

Franklin, New Hampshire 03235
Telephone (603) 934-3900

Fax (603) 934-7413

December 17, 2015

Dear property owner,

The City of Franklin owns a piece of property on Colby Avenue that you directly abut.
The property was taken by tax deed and any previously existing buildings have been demolished.

The City is now looking to dispose of the property and wishes to enhance green space in the area
of Colby Avenue. Therefore, the property will be sold to an existing (direct) abutter with the
condition that the property owner do a lot line merger with their existing property and they use
the parcel for green space or accessory structures only.

If this is something that interests you please contact me at 934-3900 no later than Jan 15™ at
noon with your offer.

While the city recognizes it is unreasonable to expect to recoup all of the back taxes owed to the
city and the thousands of dollars required to demo any existing buildings-we are looking for
reasonable offers to purchase the land with the aforementioned conditions.

The property will be transferred by quitclaim deed and the closing documents will be prepared
by the city attorney. You will be responsible for recording fees, any real estate transfer tax and
approximately $100-$120 for legal fees required for the creation of the closing documents.
Sincerely,

RO

Elizabeth A. Dragon
Franklin City Manager

Cc: Dick Lewis, Planning & Zoning Director

Franklin - The Three Rivers City
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